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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-2, 7-8, 13-14, and 19-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Haglund (US 3,866,169) in view of Lentine et al. (US 6,603,402) and 
Fallenstein (US 2003/0146850). 

Regarding claim 1, Haglund discloses a similar device (figures 1-3) used to aid 
in the loading and unloading of vehicles (10, 12) comprising: 

a transmitter unit (18) having a forward, a backward, a left and a right directional 
button (32, figure 3; col. 2, lines 18-20); and 

a receiver unit (14, figure 1) having a forward, a backward, a left and a right 
direction indicator (26) and a receiver power supply (figure 1 ) such that when a 
directional button (32) on the transmitter is activated the corresponding receiver 
directional indicator is activated (col. 2, lines 21-30). 

Haglund discloses the instant claimed invention except for: the transmitter and 
receiver being wireless, and a transmitter power supply. Lentine et al. teach a water 
skier alert system (figure 6) comprising a wireless transmitter (44, figure 6) for 
transmitting a wireless signal to a wireless receiver (24, figure 6) in response to an 
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activation of a directional button (42), wherein the transmitter having its own power 
supply (36, figure 6), wherein the receiver having a visual display (22) for indicating 
speed up, slow down and turn around conditions in response to a signal transmitted 
from the transmitter (col. 4, line 6 through col. 6, line 24). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to utilize the wireless transmitter and receiver as taught by Lentine et al. in the 
system as disclosed by Haglund for the purpose of providing a portability of transmitting 
a wireless signal from the transmitter to a remoter receiver in order to facilitate the 
directional indication to a remote operator. 

Haglund, as modified, disclose everything claimed except the transmitter having 
a limited effective range of less than 1000 feet. Fallenstein teaches a wireless 
communication system between two vehicles having an effective range of less than 
1000 feet (paragraph 17). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to limit the range of the transmission in Haglund, as 
modified, for the purpose of preventing interference between vehicles. 

Regarding claim 2, as shown in figures 4-5, Haglund discloses the directional 
indicators being lights (col. 2. lines 5-23). 

Regarding claim 7, Haglund discloses a similar device (figures 1-3) used to aid 
in the loading and unloading of vehicles (10, 12) comprising: 

a transmitter unit (18) having a forward, a backward, a left and a right directional 
button (32, figure 3; col. 2, lines 18-20); and 
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a receiver unit (14, figure 1) having a forward, a backward, a left and a right 
direction indicator (26) and a receiver power supply (figure 1 ) such that when a 
directional button (32) on the transmitter is activated the corresponding receiver 
directional indicator is activated (col. 2, lines 21-30). 

Haglund discloses the instant claimed invention except for: the transmitter and 
receiver being wireless, a transmitter power supply, and the receiver having an audible 
indicator that is sounded when a directional button on the transmitter is activated. 
Lentine et al. teach a water skier alert system (figure 6) comprising a wireless 
transmitter (44, figure 6) for transmitting a wireless signal to a wireless receiver (24, 
figure 6) in response to an activation of a directional button (42), wherein the transmitter 
having its own power supply (36, figure 6), wherein the receiver having a visual display 
(22) for indicating speed up, slow down and turn around conditions and an audible 
indicator (54) for sounding an audible signal in response to a signal transmitted from the 
transmitter (col. 4, line 6 through col. 6, line 24). Therefore, it would have been obvious 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to utilize 
the wireless transmitter and receiver as taught by Lentine et al. in the system as 
disclosed by Haglund for the purpose of providing a portability of transmitting a wireless 
signal from the wireless transmitter to a remoter receiver to facilitate the directional 
indication to a remote operator and visually/audibly indication the desired conditions to 
enable the operator taken action in response thereto. 

Haglund, as modified, disclose everything claimed except the transmitter having 
a limited effective range of less than 1000 feet. Fallenstein teaches a wireless 
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communication system between two vehicles having an effective range of less than 
1000 feet (paragraph 17). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to limit the range of the transmission in Haglund, as 
modified, for the purpose of preventing interference between vehicles. 

Regarding claim 8, as shown in figures 4-5, Haglund discloses the directional 
indicators being lights (col. 2. lines 5-23). 

Regarding claim 13, Haglund discloses a similar device (figures 1-3) used to aid 
in the loading and unloading of vehicles (10, 12) comprising: 

a transmitter unit (18) having a forward, a backward, a left and a right directional 
button (32, figure 3; col. 2, lines 18-20); and 

a receiver unit (14, figure 1) having a forward, a backward, a left and a right 
direction indicator (26) and a receiver power supply (figure 1 ) such that when a 
directional button (32) on the transmitter is activated the corresponding receiver 
directional indicator is activated (col. 2, lines 21-30). 

Haglund discloses the instant claimed invention except for: the transmitter and 
receiver being wireless, the transmitter having a power supply and an audible indicator, 
and the receiver having an audible indicator that is sounded when the audible indicator 
button on the transmitter is activated. Lentine et al. teach a water skier alert system 
(figure 6) comprising a wireless transmitter (44, figure 6) for transmitting a wireless 
signal to a wireless receiver (24, figure 6) in response to an activation of a directional 
button (42), wherein the transmitter having its own power supply (36, figure 6), wherein 
the receiver having a visual indicator (22) for indicating speed up, slow down and turn 
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around conditions and an audible indicator (54) for sounding an audible signal in 
response to a signal transmitted from the transmitter (col. 4, line 6 through col. 6, line 
16). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to utilize the wireless transmitter and receiver as 
taught by Lentine et al. in the system as disclosed by Haglund for the purpose of 
providing a portability of transmitting a wireless signal from the wireless transmitter to a 
remoter receiver to facilitate the directional indication to a remote operator and 
visually/audibly indication the desired conditions to enable the operator taken action in 
response thereto. 

In Lentine et al., audible indicator (54) is activated in response to an activation of 
the directional button (42) to get attention of a boat driver, wherein the audible indicator 
is separate function from the visual indicator (22) for directional guidance, even though 
the audible and visual indicators are both initiated by the same manually related button 
(42, col. 6, lines 12-16). It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to use a separate button for actuation of a 
separate audible indicator function in the system as taught by Lentine et al. for the 
purpose of providing the user with the choice of selecting actuating the audible indicator 
for situation when such audible indicator alert is appropriate, e.g. when the boat driver is 
not expecting the directional guidance, and choosing not to activate it when the driver is 
already expecting the directional guidance, in order to prevent unnecessary noise 
nuisance. 
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Haglund, as modified, disclose everything claimed except the transmitter having 
a limited effective range of less than 1000 feet. Fallenstein teaches a wireless 
communication system between two vehicles having an effective range of less than 
1000 feet (paragraph 17). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to limit the range of the transmission in Haglund, as 
modified, for the purpose of preventing interference between vehicles. 

Regarding claim 14, as shown in figures 4-5, Haglund discloses the directional 
indicators being lights (col. 2. lines 5-23). 

Regarding claim 19, Haglund discloses a method for telling a driver of a first 
vehicle (10) how to position the first vehicle by a driver of a second vehicle (12) when 
the second vehicle (12) is about to being towed by the first vehicle comprising the step 
of: 

supplying the first vehicle with a receiver (14) having a forward, a backward, a 
left and a right directional indicator (26, figures 1 and 4); 

connecting the receiver (14) to a power supply (col. 2, lines 24-31); 

supplying the second vehicle driver with a transmitter (18) having a forward, a 
backward, a left and a right directional indicator button (32, figures 2-3); and 

activating the appropriate button on the transmitter thereby activating the 
corresponding indicator of the receiver (col. 2, lines 21-30). 

Haglund discloses the instant claimed invention except for: the transmitter and 
the receiver being wireless and the wireless transmitter being connected to a power 
supply. Lentine et al. teach a water skier alert system (figure 6) comprising the step of 
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providing a wireless transmitter (44, figure 6) for transmitting a wireless signal to a 
wireless receiver (24, figure 6) in response to an activation of a directional button (42), 
wherein the transmitter having its own power supply (36, figure 6), wherein the receiver 
having a visual display (22) for indicating speed up, slow down and turn around 
conditions in response to a signal transmitted from the transmitter (col. 4, line 6 through 
col. 6, line 24). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to utilize the wireless transmitter and 
receiver as taught by Lentine et al. in the system as disclosed by Haglund for the 
purpose of providing a portability of transmitting a wireless signal from the transmitter to 
a remoter receiver in order to facilitate the directional indication to the first vehicle 
operator how to control his vehicle in responding to an indication of the directional 
indicator to compensate the request from the second vehicle. 

Haglund, as modified, disclose everything claimed except the transmitter having 
a limited effective range of less than 1000 feet. Fallenstein teaches a wireless 
communication system between two vehicles having an effective range of less than 
1000 feet (paragraph 17). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to limit the range of the transmission in Haglund, as 
modified, for the purpose of preventing interference between vehicles. 

Regarding claim 20, Haglund fails to disclose the step of supplying the wireless 
receiver with an audible indicator and sounding the audible indicator so as to alert the 
first driver that a directional indicator is activated and appropriate action is necessary. 
Lentine et al. teach the receiver having an audible indicator (54) in addition with the 
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visual display (22) for sounding an audible signal in response to a signal transmitted 
from the transmitter (col. 4, line 6 through col. 6, line 24). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
utilize the wireless transmitter and receiver as taught by Lentine et al. in the system as 
disclosed by Haglund for the purpose of providing a portability of transmitting a wireless 
signal from the wireless transmitter to a remoter receiver to facilitate the directional 
indication to a remote operator and visually/audibly indication the desired conditions to 
enable the operator taken action in response thereto. 

3. Claims 3, 9, and 1 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Haglund in view of Lentine et al. as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of 
Toal, Jr. (US 4,797,671). 

Regarding claim 3, Haglund, as modified, discloses the instant claimed 
invention except for: the transmitter having a dip switch for coding a signal and the 
receiver containing a dip switch for decoding received signal. Toal, Jr. teaches a 
transmitter (12) having a DIP switch for encoding a signal and a receiver (20) containing 
a DIP switch for decoding the signal (figure 1; col. 4, lines 8-34). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to use the DIP switch in the transmitter and the DIP switch in the receiver as 
taught by Toal, Jr. in the system as disclosed by Haglund, as modified, for the purpose 
of providing an operator of selecting a radio frequency transmission signal by matching 
the codes in the signal in order to prevent an inadvertency activation indicator. 
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Regarding claim 9, Haglund, as modified, discloses the instant claimed 
invention except for: the transmitter having a dip switch for coding a signal and the 
receiver containing a dip switch for decoding received signal. Toal, Jr. teaches a 
transmitter (12) having a DIP switch for encoding a signal and a receiver (20) containing 
a DIP switch for decoding the signal (figure 1 ; col. 4, lines 8-34). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to use the DIP switch in the transmitter and the DIP switch in the receiver as 
taught by Toal, Jr. in the system as disclosed by Haglund, as modified, for the purpose 
of providing an operator of selecting a radio frequency transmission signal by matching 
the codes in the signal in order to prevent an inadvertency activation indicator. 

Regarding claim 15, Haglund, as modified, discloses the instant claimed 
invention except for: the transmitter having a dip switch for coding a signal and the 
receiver containing a dip switch for decoding received signal. Toal, Jr. teaches a 
transmitter (12) having a DIP switch for encoding a signal and a receiver (20) containing 
a DIP switch for decoding the signal (figure 1 ; col. 4, lines 8-34). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to use the DIP switch in the transmitter and the DIP switch in the receiver as 
taught by Toal, Jr. in the system as disclosed by Haglund, as modified, for the purpose 
of providing an operator of selecting a radio frequency transmission signal by matching 
the codes in the signal in order to prevent an inadvertency activation indicator. 
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4. Claims 5-6, 11-12, and 17-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Haglund in view of Lentine et al. and Toal, Jr. (US 4,797,671) as 
applied to claim 3 above, and further in view of and Franklin (US 4,689,61 1). 

Regarding claim 5, Haglund, as modified, discloses the instant claimed 
invention except for: the transmitter power supply and receiver power supply being a 
battery contained in transmitter and receiver units. Franklin teaches the transmitter (36) 
having its own power supply (44, figure 8) and the receiver (24) has its own power 
supply (28) contained therein (figure 7). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use the 
transmitter, the receiver and their own power supplies as taught by Franklin in the 
system as disclosed by Haglund, as modified, for the purpose of providing operating 
power to the transmitter and receiver. 

Regarding claim 6, as shown in figures 1 and 4-5, Haglund disclose the 
transmitter power supply and the receiver power supply is a cigarette lighter plug (34) 
for attachment to the vehicle. 

Regarding claim 11, Haglund, as modified, discloses the instant claimed 
invention except for: the transmitter power supply and receiver power supply being a 
battery contained in transmitter and receiver units. Franklin teaches the transmitter (36) 
having its own power supply (44, figure 8) and the receiver (24) has its own power 
supply (28) contained therein (figure 7). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use the 
transmitter, the receiver and their own power supplies as taught by Franklin in the 
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system as disclosed by Haglund, as modified, for the purpose of providing operating 
power to the transmitter and receiver. 

Regarding claim 12, as shown in figures 1 and 4-5, Haglund disclose the 
transmitter power supply and the receiver power supply is a cigarette lighter plug (34) 
for attachment to the vehicle. 

Regarding claim 17, Haglund, as modified, discloses the instant claimed 
invention except for: the transmitter power supply and receiver power supply being a 
battery contained in transmitter and receiver units. Franklin teaches the transmitter (36) 
having its own power supply (44, figure 8) and the receiver (24) has its own power 
supply (28) contained therein (figure 7). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use the 
transmitter, the receiver and their own power supplies as taught by Franklin in the 
system as disclosed by Haglund, as modified, for the purpose of providing operating 
power to the transmitter and receiver. 

Regarding claim 18, as shown in figures 1 and 4-5, Haglund disclose the 
transmitter power supply and the receiver power supply is a cigarette lighter plug (34) 
for attachment to the vehicle. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments filed October 04, 2004 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

Applicant argues: 
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a. There is no suggestion to combine Haglund with Lentine et al. 

b. Haglund does not teach the limitation of the transmitter and receiver 
having a maximum effective range of less than 1000 feet. 

c. Lentine et al. is non-analogous art. 

d. Examiner used impermissible hindsight. 

e. Examiner has formed a combination of references by "picking and 
choosing" different components as needed. 

Examiner's answers: 

a. In response to applicant's argument that there is no suggestion to combine 
the references, the examiner recognizes that obviousness can only be established by 
combining or modifying the teachings of the prior art to produce the claimed invention 
where there is some teaching, suggestion, or motivation to do so found either in the 
references themselves or in the knowledge generally available to one of ordinary skill in 
the art. See In re Fine, 837 F.2d 1071, 5 USPQ2d 1596 (Fed. Cir. 1988)and In re 
Jones, 958 F.2d 347, 21 USPQ2d 1941 (Fed. Cir. 1992). In this case, a skilled artisan 
would have been motivated to use technique from other communication systems 
between a vehicle and a remote operator. 

b. Applicant newly claimed effective range limitation is taught by Fallenstein. 

c. In response to applicant's argument that Lentine et al. is nonanalogous 
art, it has been held that a prior art reference must either be in the field of applicant's 
endeavor or, if not, then be reasonably pertinent to the particular problem with which the 
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applicant was concerned, in order to be relied upon as a basis for rejection of the 
claimed invention. See In re Oetiker, 977 F.2d 1443, 24 USPQ2d 1443 (Fed. Cir. 
1992). In this case, both Lentine et al. and Haglund teach guiding an operator. 

d. In response to applicant's argument that the examiner's conclusion of 
obviousness is based upon improper hindsight reasoning, it must be recognized that 
any judgment on obviousness is in a sense necessarily a reconstruction based upon 
hindsight reasoning. But so long as it takes into account only knowledge which was 
within the level of ordinary skill at the time the claimed invention was made, and does 
not include knowledge gleaned only from the applicant's disclosure, such a 
reconstruction is proper. See In re McLaughlin, 443 F.2d 1392, 170 USPQ 209 (CCPA 
1971). 

e. In response to applicant's arguments against the references individually, 
one cannot show nonobviousness by attacking references individually where the 
rejections are based on combinations of references. See In re Keller, 642 F.2d 413, 
208 USPQ 871 (CCPA 1981); In re Merck & Co., 800 F.2d 1091 , 231 USPQ 375 (Fed. 
Cir. 1986). 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tai T. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2961. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 7:30am-5:00pm.. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel J. Wu can be reached on (571) 272-2964. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Tai T. Nguyen 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2632 



March 1, 2005 



